CubanExiies Lobby for Renewed Ties With Castro 
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A group of Cuban exiles who are 
cautiously lobbying for normalized 
relations with the government of Fi< 
del Castro have suggested that the 
U.S. government poll “rank-and-file 
Cubans'* living here to determine 
their views on the issue. 

Three members of the Cuban Group 
for Family Reunification came to 
Washington to press at the State De- 
partment and on Capitol Hill for an 
end to the embargo on trade with 
Cuba. 

In a statement handed to legisla- 
tors, the group said: “Everybody in 
this country believes that Cubans liv- 
ing in the United States oppose resto- 
ration of diplomatic relations be- 
tween the U.SA.. and Cuba. That is a 
myth. We can assure you that a great 
majority of Cubans living in this 
country wants U.S. to lift the eco- 
nomic embargo of Cuba and to nor- 
malize relations.’* ■» 

The group said a “small minority** 
opposing ties with Cuba “controls the 
Spanish news media in the U.S.A., 
backed by powerful economic and po- 
litical groups." The statement added 
that “extremist groups" used terrorist 
tactics in the Cuban community |*to si- 
lence public opinion.** •»». f/v, •. 

The three middle-aged men ' who 
came to Washington to present the 


group's views asked that their last 
names not be published. 

' “In Miami they kill people,** said 
Fernando, who has been separated 
from his wife and two daughters since 
he left Cuba in 1968. He was refering 
io a number of bombings and political 
assassinations involving Cuban exiles 
in recent years. 

Another member of the group, Mi- 
guel, said it had recruited its approxi- 
mately loo members through ads ask- 
ing e^es separated from their fami- 
lies to write to a post office box. 

“We are very careful,** he-said. 

Miguel said most members of his 
group do not support the Castro gov- 
ernment, but hope that normal trade 
and diplomatic relaUons will be estab- 
lished so they ran be reunited with 
their families. 

The source said some Castro oppo- 
nents had suggested that the group 
n^ght be used by the Cuban govern- 
ment to pressure Washington, but 
added that despite that possibility 
many people were sincerely interested 
in seeing their families again. 

Miguel estimi^ed. that as many as 
'' .1,000 Cubans in th6;United States are 
separated from close ' relatives;— 
€ spouses or childi^n — ^who have not 
been allowed to leave the island. 

The group gathered letters from 


«many of the exiles and Sen. James 
Abourezk (D-S.D.) handed the letters 
to Cuban officials when he visited the 
island in December. There has been 
no response. 

All three said they would not want 
to return to Cuba, but hoped to bring 
their families here. 




